PART   EIGHT

Russian Quests

CHAPTER   THIRTY-SEVEN

" WILL WE HAVE TO FIGHT RUSSIA ? "

IN ASIA, in Africa, in South America, wherever I stopped on my way home,.
Americans and Englishmen were eager for news about Russk. Some of
them voiced only too freely uncertainties and anxieties as to Russia's post-
war intentions and the possible conflicts that may arise between her and the
English-speaking countries. Often enough the anxieties simmered down
to the question:

" Will we have to fight Russia ? "

Perhaps it is only an accident, yet it is worth recording that Americans
were more preoccupied with this question than Englishmen. Rare was the
Englishman who asked it, rare was the American who failed to ask it.

These Americans were puzzled and worried. They were gkd of Russkn
successes at the Stalingrad and other fronts. They were happy America was
contributing to these successes by shipments of planes, tanks, trucks, and food
to the Russian armies. They were hoping for the day when America and
England would kunch a war against Germany in Western Europe and lift
from the Russkn armies the enormous military burden they have been
shouldering on the European continent. They wanted an amicable,
peaceful post-war world in which nations would compose differences not
by the sword but an understanding.

But they were concerned about Russk. Reduced to essentials, this
concern was over possible Russkn ventures into world revolution, into
Russian imperialism, or into both.

In the communist parties of the world, including that of America, which*
they said, were promoting above all else Russk's foreign policy, they beheld
a ready revolutionary weapon-which Russk might wield at an opportune
moment. In the unpredicted and unpredictable might of the Red armies-
they perceived the possible resurrection of an aggressive Russkn nation-
alism, which might result in an encroachment on the territorial possessions
or political prerogatives of other nations in Europe or Ask that would
bring"*Russia into an armed clash with the English-speaking countries.
So they were Pondering about the future, about a possible third world war
in which, instead of being allies, America and Russk would be fighting
enemies. . . .

Fresh from Russk, I could not help thinking of ever-growing Russian mis-
givings. How often did I hear Russians say, " They [England and America}
promised us a second front in 1942. They did not keep their promise.
In North Africa they are fighting at most eight or ten enemy divisions
while we are facing 240. They want us to go on battling Germany alone in
Europe so we'll bleed ourselves white and they can control the world."
The failure of a second front to materialise in the summer of 1942, when